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Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back to another school year, from the Upper Key Stage 2 team. We hope you have had a great summer and are ready for a busy and exciting year. 

Our shared aim is for your child to have a happy and successful year in Year 5/6.  At the Dukes, we feel that openness and honesty are key factors in achieving this and would hope that you would come to talk to us as the first port-of-call should you have any questions or concerns. We will always do our best to help. 

In this letter you will find some useful information about Year 5/6 and details of some of the routines in class.  Please note: some details (such as PE times) change through the year and can be confirmed with your child’s class teacher as well as on the school’s website.

Reading
The children will engage in reading in many ways. Throughout the week, the children will take part in Vipers sessions which involve the children reading as a class and in pairs. We will then discuss the text, and the children will answer a range of questions focusing on five keys areas: Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval and Summarising. Each day, we also have our ‘Ten Magical minutes’ where the children are read to and can sit back and enjoy a range of high-quality texts over the course of the year.  

Reading is the cornerstone of education, and it is imperative that your child read each night.  This could either be silently to themselves or to you or other family members; shared reading with another person where you each read a page, or listening to an adult read, so they are able to enjoy the story whilst listening to well modelled expression and rhythm.  When listening to your child please be sure to ask them questions about what they have read.  These could be retrieval questions where they are able to pick the answer straight out of the text e.g. 'What colour was her hat?', inference questions where they must read between the lines e.g. 'How do we know he was upset?', Language questions such as, 'Can you think of another word the author could have used instead of...?' and opinion questions, 'What do you think of...?

Each day, we take in the children's reading records to monitor the reading they are completing at home.  Therefore, please be sure to sign the reading record each time your child reads, even if it is just to themselves.  Children who are free readers will be able to change their books themselves from our class library, the school library and our KS2 communal book area (which includes dyslexia friendly books) whenever they finish their books.  If we believe a book may not be the most suitable for your child, we shall be on hand to help them choose a more appropriate text.  For children who are still on the reading scheme, their books will be changed on Mondays and Thursdays.



Maths
Your child will be taught maths in their maths group where your child’s learning will be pitched at an appropriate level to provide the best challenge and support possible. Maths lessons will consist of 1 weekly arithmetic test and 5 lessons which focus on a specific area of maths.  Children falling behind will be given extra support and parents will be informed.  The more confident mathematicians will be working on the same year objectives but will be given greater challenge within these to expand and develop their understanding at a much broader and deeper level of mastery.  

Topics
We plan a range of cross-curricular topics that are fun and engaging. Each term we create an overview of the topics and science that we will be covering which will be published on the school website.  We sometimes link trips, theme days and homework projects to these topics which really help to get the children active and enthused in their learning. Please see the ‘This Term in 5/6’ page for each term’s topic focuses.

Homework
On the ‘Homework, Spelling and Reading’ link on our class page you can find information regarding when
homework will be set and where to find it.

English: 
Spelling Shed activities linked to weekly spellings
20 mins reading per day

Maths:
Emile activities linked to the groups’ current learning focus.
Emile times table practice

Other: 
Sometimes we may set a project linked to our topic which will be completed over the term.  Year 6 children will also receive Maths and Spelling and Grammar SATs workbooks later in the year which will enable them to practice SATs style questions in preparation for the tests.  Expectations for weekly SATs homework, will be made clear to your child when they are sent home.

Please encourage your child to complete homework on time.  Homework will usually be checked and set on a Friday and spellings will be tested on a Friday in their spelling groups.

P.E
Please check our class page on the website for specific details of PE lessons as these do change.  Throughout the year, all of the children will have the opportunity to have PE with a qualified coach, and a term of swimming at Glossop Swimming Baths. 

Please ensure that your child has their (correct) PE kit in school on these days and that jewellery is removed (as we are not allowed to remove it for them).  Please make sure that PE kits and pumps have your child’s name in, as this will save a lot of time and prevent mix-ups! P.E is part of the curriculum and children must participate. If your child cannot participate in a lesson for health reasons, please send in a note.

Forest School
At some point in the year, children will be having Forest School with Mr. English.  Mr English will send out information regarding the correct attire and forest expectations in the lead up to your child’s class’s Forest School sessions.

Year 6 Tests
The Year 6 children will be sitting their Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) in May. Your child will receive a score that informs you whether they are working within the expected standard. We will do our very best to ensure children are very well prepared to tackle the curriculum and the tests confidently. Testing can be a stressful time for children so we try to make sure they feel prepared and confident, but also that they understand that their best try is good enough. We will be holding an information evening regarding Year 6 testing, in the Spring term. Details will follow.

Learning Support
In school we carefully monitor children’s progress and plan their learning.  There will be times when your child needs a boost on their journey and will be offered some focused support. This does not necessarily mean a child is ‘behind’ or ‘struggling’. It simply means we are trying to help them to achieve their potential. Children from all ability groups are involved in intervention sessions. The work done in these sessions will be directly linked to what they are learning in class or their targets for reading, writing and maths.  We will not usually formally inform you of intervention sessions as they are part of a child’s normal programme of learning, and will consist of very short, focused sessions. Please feel free to come and have a chat if you have any concerns about your child’s progress or any extra support they are having.  We will contact you if we feel that your child is falling behind the year expectations with ideas about how you can support them at home to close the gaps. 

Transition to Secondary School for Year 6
The move to high school is always a huge change but an exciting transition. We will be doing all we can to ensure this runs smoothly and children are well prepared. You will soon be attending open evenings and applying to schools through the autumn term, and will find out where your child will go next March. This is around the time that these schools begin their programme of visits. Induction days usually happen in July but we will keep you updated about these once the secondary schools let us know.

Residential for Year 6
On November 17th the year 6’s will be off to Matlock for their residential. This trip has always been so successful and your child will have a fantastic time! Letters regarding final payments will be sent out very soon and we will hold a parents’ information evening in early October to answer your questions about the practical and logistical aspects of the trip. Look out for the date in the newsletter. Sometimes children become worried about the trip and being away from home, so if this is the case for you, do come and talk to us. Parents of Year 5 children will receive information about their child’s Year 6 residential in 2025 fairly early on in the year. We do this to give you plenty of notice.


Behaviour - Rewards and Sanctions
We have very high expectations of behaviour and standards of work in our classes. We expect the children to always put their best effort in and take pride and ownership over their learning and their classrooms. We consistently challenge poor behaviour and make sure children know that our calm, purposeful learning environment will not be disrupted. At the same time, children are rewarded and praised for achievement and positive learning behaviour. Our classes are a family and there is an expectation that everyone looks after each other. This culture of learning and support has had very positive results in previous years. We hope you can support us in achieving this.
We will give out certificates in our rewards assembly each week. We award house points for a range of positive behaviour or good work, which feed into the whole school total, where children can win non-uniform days for their house. Occasionally, children find themselves involved in less positive situations. Poor behaviour will be dealt with according to the school behaviour policy which can be found on our website. Some incidents will require a phone call to parents or a Code of Conduct letter being sent home. Hopefully, we will not see many of these this year!



Bullying
We have a comprehensive anti-bullying policy in school and do lots of work to promote anti-bullying. Any form of unkind behaviour or bullying will not be tolerated in school. Children behaving in this way will be dealt with according to the school policy. However, in order to resolve issues, we need to know about them so please encourage your child to speak to us if any issues arise. 

Uniform
Please make sure that your child has the correct uniform and shoes, which are clearly labelled with their name.  Please also make sure that they have a coat with them right throughout the year due to Glossop’s wonderfully changeable weather.  If there is any problem with an item of uniform, please send in a quick note. 

All that remains for us to do is to welcome you once more.  If there are any questions we have not answered here, please feel free to pop in or contact us by telephone.

Yours faithfully,
Mrs Pendlebury and the UKS2 Team
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