Dear parents and carers,

You may well be aware, the government Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS)
has issued a safety alert for a product commonly known as ‘water beads’:

Product Safety Alert: Water Beads (PSA7)

And a news article:

OPSS issues Safety Alert to warn of the risks of water beads

We have been asked to also share the following information with you:

Water beads are marketed to fulfil a variety of different purposes, which can include
being used as a toy, or in crafting, home decor and floristry.

The alert highlights the harms caused by the dehydrated bead/s when swallowed that
can expand post-ingestion, causing a blockage along the gastrointestinal (Gl) digestive
tract requiring surgical removal. Additionally, a hydrated or dehydrated bead can cause
asphyxiation from aspiration if swallowed.

Head Protection Products

OPSS are also looking into the issue of ‘baby personal protective equipment (PPE)’ type
products. For example, there are products for sale that are being marketed for use by
babies and toddlers and claim to offer head protection in the event of a fall, such as:

Baby Head Protection Pillow — Thebossbaby

BabySafe - Head Protector — TinyWonders

JINYJIA Baby Head Protector, Baby Head Protector Backpack, Adjustable Toddler
Head Protection Safety Pads, for 4-24 Months Baby Learning Walking,Honeybee :
Amazon.co.uk: Home & Kitchen

Concerns have been raised that potentially the design and construction of this type of
product presents an intolerable risk of harm to babies and young toddlers and they are
gathering evidence around the risks. If you or anyone else you know are aware of any
incidents/incident data relating to this product type, please

contact OPSSIncidentManagement@businessandtrade.gov.uk, anything you share will

be hugely appreciated and can only increase the robustness of the evidence base.


https://www.gov.uk/product-safety-alerts-reports-recalls/product-safety-alert-water-beads-psa7
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/opss-issues-safety-alert-to-warn-of-the-risks-of-water-beads
https://thebossbaby.co.uk/products/baby-head-protection-pillow?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIq_WgquKZiAMVo5BQBh2j4Q4UEAAYASAAEgL0wvD_BwE
https://tinywonders.uk/products/babysafe-head-protector?variant=49145841189201%C2%A4cy=GBP&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIq_WgquKZiAMVo5BQBh2j4Q4UEAQYAyABEgJ-4_D_BwE
https://www.amazon.co.uk/JINYJIA-Protective-Breathable-Adjustable-Protection/dp/B095JNLFXV/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QHzhi3EDuOATXJc2MTTu8HEy52Q4rlHPurjCUjPOUGhLfC5PqkL6lXz7MkTaJ5UE1gWFVIOThPmnvVugSWhhln67Sh4caos1d6vcfUJXzKouYPGbwcU0IlKhqar0Nli_EYkPHDKhS3LYzPLLa1jjslVsGOv_melz5Eul-u195hSviXJzhHTvPD5c9f04TsxBZZryiKRQ43Eo4JuV20mhJsfxz2Lnq2uJcZYYHtZ-0nQSrU1FL0Re_NqdRUQ8Egp0xfolZYfr7QH9aGL1FPLOAMY1KPimE_LOSv6TdWHw8_c.qxb_9VXU-V8e-D1ZfQVv9u2He7YsZV8-AN_zQR_bDkI&dib_tag=se&keywords=baby%2Bhead%2Bprotection%2Bbackpack&qid=1724927154&s=baby&sr=1-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/JINYJIA-Protective-Breathable-Adjustable-Protection/dp/B095JNLFXV/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QHzhi3EDuOATXJc2MTTu8HEy52Q4rlHPurjCUjPOUGhLfC5PqkL6lXz7MkTaJ5UE1gWFVIOThPmnvVugSWhhln67Sh4caos1d6vcfUJXzKouYPGbwcU0IlKhqar0Nli_EYkPHDKhS3LYzPLLa1jjslVsGOv_melz5Eul-u195hSviXJzhHTvPD5c9f04TsxBZZryiKRQ43Eo4JuV20mhJsfxz2Lnq2uJcZYYHtZ-0nQSrU1FL0Re_NqdRUQ8Egp0xfolZYfr7QH9aGL1FPLOAMY1KPimE_LOSv6TdWHw8_c.qxb_9VXU-V8e-D1ZfQVv9u2He7YsZV8-AN_zQR_bDkI&dib_tag=se&keywords=baby%2Bhead%2Bprotection%2Bbackpack&qid=1724927154&s=baby&sr=1-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/JINYJIA-Protective-Breathable-Adjustable-Protection/dp/B095JNLFXV/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QHzhi3EDuOATXJc2MTTu8HEy52Q4rlHPurjCUjPOUGhLfC5PqkL6lXz7MkTaJ5UE1gWFVIOThPmnvVugSWhhln67Sh4caos1d6vcfUJXzKouYPGbwcU0IlKhqar0Nli_EYkPHDKhS3LYzPLLa1jjslVsGOv_melz5Eul-u195hSviXJzhHTvPD5c9f04TsxBZZryiKRQ43Eo4JuV20mhJsfxz2Lnq2uJcZYYHtZ-0nQSrU1FL0Re_NqdRUQ8Egp0xfolZYfr7QH9aGL1FPLOAMY1KPimE_LOSv6TdWHw8_c.qxb_9VXU-V8e-D1ZfQVv9u2He7YsZV8-AN_zQR_bDkI&dib_tag=se&keywords=baby%2Bhead%2Bprotection%2Bbackpack&qid=1724927154&s=baby&sr=1-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
mailto:OPSSIncidentManagement@businessandtrade.gov.uk

