[image: image1.png]


Duke of Norfolk School 
Dear Parents,
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Welcome to the school (and welcome back to some families!) We look forward to working closely with you over the next year to achieve the very best for your child.  We hope that your child will be very happy in our class and if you have any problems, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
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Adults
Our class is called ‘Chestnut Class.’  Miss Harvey, Mrs Hadfield and Miss Reynolds are the class teachers (Miss Harvey Mon-Tuesday, Miss Reynolds Wednesday and Mrs Hadfield Thur-Fri) Mrs Wilmot and Miss Brushani are our fabulous Teaching Assistants. 
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PE / clothing
P.E takes place each week, initially on Thursdays.  Please make sure all your child’s clothes are labelled as all the children have the same uniform and it is very easy for things to get muddled up! Please send PE kit of black shorts and royal blue T-shirt with a pair of pumps in a PE bag to leave in school.  Nursery children do not need full PE kit, just a pair of pumps or trainers in a bag please.
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Water

Please send a water bottle into school each day (with your child’s name on) as we encourage them to drink water throughout the day. Please avoid juice as we encourage healthy choices.  Also please make sure your child has a coat with them every day as we try to go outside unless the weather is really bad.
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Reading (Reception only)
During the first few weeks of school, we begin to teach early reading skills through our phonics lessons.  As soon as we introduce letter sounds, we will send a little ‘phonics homework’ book home, containing sounds that we have taught.  This is our early reading homework, and we ask you to flick through the pages each evening where possible to reinforce our learning in school. We will send a ‘reading record’ book home alongside this, please mark in the book when you have shared the phonics books together and feel free to add any comments. We will also post some links to phonics videos on Seesaw to consolidate the learning.  
Once the first set of phonics sounds and early blending skills have been taught and assessed (usually after Christmas), we will send ‘books with words’.  
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It is really important that you share your child’s sounds and hear them read every day as it is this regular practice that helps build confidence and fluency. Our phonics scheme encourages us to read each book several times, to allow your child to develop a confident ‘story teller voice’ right from early reading books.  When you have shared a book with your child, please write the date and a simple comment in the ‘reading record’. Reading books will usually be changed once a week on Monday.  
Nursery and Reception library books: We will send two ‘real’ picture books each week for you to share.  This will offer opportunity to develop vocabulary and story understanding.  These books will be chosen by your child, one from our classroom reading area, and one from our beautiful school library.  Library books will be changed on Wednesdays until further notice; please ensure all school books are in book bags on this day.
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Behaviour

We use smiley and sad faces on the board as an incentive to encourage good behaviour. Anyone who makes the prestigious ‘smiley face’ will get a sticker and a house point at the end of the day.  House points tie EYFS in with the whole school, and each half term, the children in the winning house get a non-uniform day.  Your child may also bring home a certificate to reward good effort, good behaviour or good work. If your child gains a certificate, medal, trophy etc. for home achievements, we love to congratulate those too and can share them in class.
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Communication

Our main method of communication with you will be Seesaw.  Here we will share pictures of your child along with announcements and private messages.  If you have not already accessed your child’s learning journey, see our school website or ask a member of staff.
We wholeheartedly encourage communication; we believe that school, parents and children work as a team to ensure your child is happy and learning.  Please feel free to speak to us and ask about anything that you’re unsure of or any concerns that you have about your child. The easiest way to contact us is through Seesaw.  We will aim to respond within the working day.  If you need to speak with us, either catch us at the door if it’s a quick word, or please call school to arrange an appointment if required.
Keep an eye on our school website; it is full of information and we add pictures and details as the year progresses!
We hope your child has a fantastic first year at school with us.
Yours sincerely

The Early Years Team
