
  

Key Vocabulary 
Show don’t 
tell 

This is used in various types of 
creative writing. It allows the 
reader to experience the story 
rather than just a factual 
description. E.G ‘Lucy felt her face 
crumple and hot tears sprang to 
her eyes.’ 

Similes  A simile describes something by 
comparing it to something else, 
using like or as.  

Colon A colon is a punctuation mark that 
can be used to introduce a list or to 
separate two independent but 
linked clauses. 

Onomatopoeia  The formation of a word from a 
sound associated with what is 
named (e.g. cuckoo, sizzle ). 

Conjunctions A conjunction links two words or 
phrases together.  

Modal Verbs A modal verb is a 'helping' 
(auxiliary) verb. Modal verbs 
support other verbs in a sentence 
to indicate possibility or necessity. 
Modal verbs include must, shall 
and will. 

Inverted 
Commas 

Inverted commas occur in pairs and 
can surround a single word or 
phrase, or a longer piece of text. 

Fronted 
Adverbial 

A fronted adverbial is when the 
adverbial word or phrase is moved 
to the front of the sentence, before 
the verb. 
Earlier today, I discovered fronted 
adverbials. 
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Organiser 

We are Clever Writers because we 
already know how to … 

 use a range of sentences 
including short, simple, 
compound and complex 

 use a comma after a fronted 
adverbial 

 use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions correctly 

 use similes and metaphors  
 spell the year 3 and 4 

common exception words. 
 apply all of my writing skills 

from previous year groups. 

Fiction 

 Retell & Own story  
 Diary  
 Character & Setting Description 

Non- Fiction 

 Non- Chronological 
Reports 

Poetry 

 Free- Verse Poetry 

We are going to become even 
Cleverer Writers because we are going 
to learn how to use … 

 show don’t tell  
 direct speech 
 colons to introduce a list 
 bullet points in non-fiction 

writing 
 a range of figurative language 
 parenthesis 
 onomatopoeia  
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